ISMAIL THE  MAGNIFICENT               ICg

return to the paltry budgets of his predecessors1: The increased
taxes had therefore to be maintained regardless of the
impoverished state of the taxpayers. In order to pay their
taxes and the interest on their debts after the slump in prices
and the increase in their needs, the peasants were forced
to fall back on usurers and borrow at ruinous interest. Lands
had to be sold at low prices, some lands were abandoned
altogether, and the small landowners nearly disappeared as a
dass.

Scenting game in the interior, the Greek greyhounds and
others ran to help bleed the unhappy peasants. Dimitri and
Dimitripopolos were two Greek pedlars who used to visit pro-
vincial fairs in the Delta, selling silks, manufactured garments,
toilet accessories and liquors to the cotton kings. Hanna and
Hayem were two docile-looking but actually incisive business
men, who travelled in Upper and Middle Egypt to fit out the
blue-shirted fellaheen. Observing that the Mudir's main
business was to tour round the villages accompanied by a
sarraf (local accountant) and a bastinado to exact payment on
the spot, these pedlars and drapers had a humane inspiration-
They hit on the idea of carrying their savings with their wares,
and of accompanying the Mudir on his circuit, so as to give
" first-aid" to the recalcitrant fellah, who under the courbagh
might be forced to welcome a loan from the usurers on any
terms. In this way many of the fellaheen lost their lands to
the usurers, and so began the period, well known to Ismail's
critics, of " bleeding" the fellaheen.

If the fellaheen were improvident and helpless in face of so
sudden a turn in their fortunes, Ismail knew far better what to
do. Not that when the ebb of the tide came it did not find him
in a similar plight, but he managed in the end to extricate
himself cleverly without the least appearance of financial ruin,
thanks to the fertile imagination he was endowed with.

He again thought out a great plan. Let King Sugar succeed
King Cotton, thought Ismail. Sugar plantations had proved
successful in Prince Mustafa FadePs estates in Upper Egypt.
Outside Upper Egypt, where the climate is either too dry or
too damp, sugar cultivation could not do well. So Ismail
worked first for the annexation of the sugar areas belonging to
Prince Fadel, his brother and possible heir-apparent. On